THE FRIENDS OF GHS ORCHESTRA (“FRIENDS”): 2013-14
Cost and Membership
“FRIENDS” is the Booster Club for the Grimsley High School Orchestra program, and it is the best deal in the Music Department! Parents are not required to buy an Orchestra uniform or pay for tickets to Orchestra concerts, but we do need your support.

FRIENDS is made up of parents and other orchestra supporters who help meet the ongoing needs of the GHS Orchestra. Membership is voluntary, as the Orchestra is a part of the high school curriculum. However, neither GCS nor Grimsley has the resources to pay for all of the purchase and upkeep of music, instruments, strings, and other needs. Your membership also helps Orchestra students without financial resources to participate fully in auditions, trips, and other Orchestra events. Supporters will be identified in Orchestra concert programs at the following levels: 

Individual Membership:
 $25        Family Membership: $40      Super String Supporter: $100
FRIENDS Officers 2013-14
President:

Melanie Rodenbough melabo@triad.rr.com, 370-4047
Vice President:
Catherine Lamb clblamb4@gmail.com 856-8105

Secretary:

Karen Arnold kaarnold@bellsouth.net  218-1296
Treasurer: 

Bonita Jerrod
Assistant Treasurer:

Assistant Treasurer:
Fundraiser Coord: 
2014 Trip Coord:
Karen Brown

Assistant Trip Coord: Wendy Anderson 

Director:

Britany Green Stimpson - greensb@gcsnc.com 

Meetings

FRIENDS officers will usually meet monthly, or on the call of the President or the Director.

FRIENDS general membership will usually meet two times during the school year, once in September and again in the spring semester. All orchestra parents are invited to attend both officers and membership meetings. Decision-making is by consensus; however, a vote of those present at a meeting, or of the officers or members by email, may be called by the President or the Director. In that case, a simple majority (51%) rules. All decisions are subject to approval by the Director.

Volunteers

Throughout the year we need parent volunteers. The Director will notify parents when she needs volunteers. If volunteers cannot be obtained, events may be cancelled by the Director.
Communication

Most communication is done by EMAIL. It is essential that we have one or more updated email addresses for every parent. Emails sent to parents will pertain only to Orchestra matters.
Travel Policy

We are committed to taking one reasonably priced, educational, and musically enriching overnight trip every other year so as to reduce the financial burden to families. Trips are planned to be an extension of classroom learning, providing a variety of musical experiences for students. The bi-annual trip will include both the Repertory and Honors Orchestras. All Guilford County and Grimsley school policies apply to the conduct of students on trips. Parent chaperones are required, participate at their own expense, and agree to respect the Director’s decisions. We are also committed to every student being able to participate in Orchestra trips and activities, and we will provide fundraising opportunities and scholarship assistance as we are able. The bi-annual orchestra trip will be chosen and planned by the Trip Coordinator, in conjunction with the Director and other officers, and with input from parents. Details regarding the trip are subject to approval by the Director.

Fundraising
Friends’ fundraising efforts will provide both: 1) opportunity for students to raise money for their own travel and other orchestra needs, and 2) opportunity for students to work together to raise money for general orchestra needs and scholarship funding. 

· General Fundraisers are planned to raise money for music, strings, instrument repair and other expenses approved by the officers, and for orchestra events. The most important general fundraiser is our annual Membership Drive. We hope every family will join FRIENDS.
· Student Fundraisers are planned for the benefit of individual students, with a specific percentage of the proceeds of the student’s sales going to that student’s individual account. Money earned by individual students may be used to pay expenses for Contest Festival, All County or All State, the bi-annual trip, or other orchestra fees, events, trips or costs. Students who participate in Student Fundraisers establish a personal account that holds their earnings in escrow until needed. A very small percentage of the profit from each Student Fundraiser may be credited to the General Fund or the Scholarship Account. The student personal accounts are maintained by the Treasurer, who will regularly provide families with written communication indicating the student’s balance and noting any expenses paid from the account. There will be no refund of fundraising proceeds so long as the student is in the Orchestra. If the student leaves the orchestra or graduates and there is a balance remaining, the student may request a refund. If a refund is not requested, the balance is transferred to the General Fund or Scholarship Account. Direct trip deposits and payments are also held in these accounts, and may be refundable depending upon the trip refund policy.
· Scholarship Account Fundraisers may be planned as needed. A separate fundraiser may be organized just for the scholarship funds, or a larger-than-usual percentage of a Student Fundraiser may be designated for the Scholarship Account. General Fund monies may also be allocated to scholarship by approval of the Officers.
Scholarship 
A modest amount of money is available to meet financial needs for students who are unable to provide those funds. These funds are available for the bi-annual trip as well as fees, event, other trips, and other orchestra needs. Scholarship funds are given ONLY by timely written application, signed by a parent. Scholarship awards for fees, events, local trips and other needs may be awarded by agreement of the Director and Treasurer. Scholarship awards for the bi-annual trip will be made by a Scholarship Committee comprised of the Director, Treasurer, President, and Trip Coordinator. Typically a scholarship award will not exceed half the cost of the fee, event, trip or other need. Students and their families seeking scholarship awards are expected to participate in fund-raising and provide volunteer support to the Orchestra. 
